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An open letter to Joy Romero, Chair of AU Governing Council. 
 
Dear Ms. Romero; 
 
On behalf of the students of Athabasca University, we are excited and encouraged by 
what Dr. Frits Pannekoek has called the “second greatest milestone” in the history of 
Athabasca University.  The approval of $30 million toward AU’s new administrative and 
research center, as announced today by Minister of Advanced Education and Technology 
Doug Horner, is a tremendous step toward ensuring that AU will remain one of Canada’s 
finest educational institutions.   
 
This funding demonstrates Alberta’s strong commitment to Alberta’s students, and the 
students of Athabasca University.  Athabasca University also demonstrates this 
commitment through its focus on increasing affordability, accessibly and quality of 
education for our members.  Recent limits imposed on annual tuition increases are an 
important first step toward ensuring affordability.  Today’s funding announcement will 
further address accessibility issues for AU students. 
 
In early 2007, AUSU presented the government and AUGC with a document detailing 
our Vision for a Skilled Alberta.  It is clear that our concerns have been heard and that 
steps are being taken to ensure that students’ views are incorporated into revisions to our 
education system and university services.  We are encouraged that we have reached this 
milestone to improve the main campus of our university and ensure that AU has 
sufficient staff to address growing student needs.   
 
We now look forward to learning how AUGC and Athabasca University will use these 
funds to enhance the quality of AU’s offerings and we request a communication from 
AUGC to our members explaining how this new funding will enhance student services. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

We continue to look forward to reaching future milestones that will ensure that AU can 
address the urgent need for enhanced learning and virtual communication technologies, 
more courses and programs, and research opportunities for students.   
 
 
 
 
AUSU 
 
 
cc: The AUSU Membership via The Voice Magazine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


