
AUSU
News

March 2006 Volume 5 Issue 1

Contents
Presidentõs Message 2

Council Mailbox 3

AUSU Elections 4

Candidate Sheet  5

New Lobbying Strategy 6

Tuition Rebates, 2007 7

Contacting Council 8

IM
PORTANT

AUSU Election Info Inside



Re: Meeting other students

Dear council,

Iõve been an AU student for nearly 
three years and I really like learning 
at a distance because it allows me 
to study while working . However, I 
really wish I could talk to other stu-
dents.  Is there a way I can do this?

Jess V.
Whitehorse, YK

Hi Jess.  AUSU offers a number of 
services designed to bring students 
together.  Our longest running pro-
gram is AUSU Study Buddy, which pairs 
students in the same class to study 
together.  Along with the AUSU Men-
tor program, it is the core of our peer 
support services.  We also offer online 
discussion forums, which include areas 
for general discussion, course com-
ments and locale-based forums, and 
we have an online chatroom as well 
for real-time discussions.  If you have 
a special interest, you may also want 
to check out our list of student groups 

Council Mailbox

and clubs.  Membership in clubs is 
free, and members have access to 
private online forums for club discus-
sions.  Our most popular club is the 
Student Momsõ Club and we also have 
clubs for students in the Business, Psy-
chology or Science programs, a sports 
club for all sports and þtness enthu-
siasts, and our newest club is for stu-
dents interested in French.  If there 
isnõt a club for your special interest 
area, you are always welcome to sug-
gest one or start up one of your own.  
Contact our ofþce for information.    

Re: Tax Deductions

Dear AUSU,

Every year AU announces that tax 
forms are available on their website 
for all AU students.  I donõt earn any 
income, so I never bother þling taxes 
or downloading these forms.  Howev-
er, my friend told me that I can roll 
these deductions forward or even 
sign them over to someone else.  Is it 
worth bothering with? 
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Greetings from the President

Terri B.
Nanaimo, BC

Hi Terri.  It is absolutely worth it!  
Educational deductions are incredibly 
valuable, and include more than just 
your tuition.  At AU books fees are 
included and can be deducted (this 
is not true at any other university), 
and you get an additional deduction 
of $120 for each month you were a 
part time student, and $400 for each 
month you were full-time.  It can add 
up to a lot!  If you cannot use these 
deductions, you should still þle your 
taxes each year because they can be 
rolled forward until you need them 
and can add up to enough to ensure 
that you donõt pay taxes for the þrst 
year or two you are working.  Another 
option is to transfer your deductions 
to a spouse, parent or grandparent.  
Education deductions are incredibly 
valuable and can help offset high tu-
ition costs in the long run.  AU posts 
T2202a form in the MyAU system by 
the end of February of each year. 



A U S U  E L E C T I O N S  2 0 0 6
VOTE ONLINE - MARCH 13 to 16 at WWW.AUSU.ORG

This year AUSU elections will again be held online.  To vote, simply log on to www.ausu.org between March 13 and March 16, 2006 and follow the links to the election pages.  Once you have 
entered your identifying information you will be presented with a ballot containing all the candidates, and you will be asked to select up to nine candidates as your choices for the next AUSU 

Council.  If  you are unable to vote online, contact our ofþce at 1-800-788-9041, ext 3413.  Watch www.ausu.org for more information as the election dates near.

Karl Low - Calgary, AB
Iõm an AU student in Calgary and have nearly completed my 4yr BA (information system major). I have served on Council for the past one and a half  terms, 

becoming VP of  Finance and Administration shortly before the last election. Highlights of  that service include overhauling our finance policies to make 
AUSUõs finances more transparent and accountable, and re-organizing our budget to make it understandable not just to me, but to anybody. I also write the 

Fed-Watch column for The Voice on education and politics. In any spare time left, I enjoy strategy games and writing for Role-playing games.

Barbara Reilly - Westport, ON
Since January 2004 I have been studying part-time at Athabasca University as I work towards my B Arts, Anthropology.  I am working hard to pursue 
my own goals and to set an example for my teenage children.  The AUSU forums and services have been a vital part of  my AU experience; serving in 

student government would permit me to contribute concretely to the AUSU community that has put a ôfaceõ on long distance education.  I have served my 
community in various capacities; volunteering as an adult, and the student arm of a federal party (Secretary, 1981-82.)

Real Beaulieu - Nepean, ON
Hello AU students!  My name is Real Beaulieu and I have been working towards the B.Sc.CIS(PD) degree since 2002.  I am a Certified Engineering Technologist 
and work for a seismological engineering firm in Ottawa.  I was the recipient of the 2005 AU Academic Leadership Scholarship.  Currently tutoring mathematics 
to elementary students, I am also involved with the Big Brothers Big Sisters organization.  It is my goal to pursue a B.Ed., eventually teaching mathematics and 

computer sciences at a secondary school level.  My reason for being on council is to serve our unique needs as distance education students. Regards, Real

Peter Tretter - Greely, ON
I am from Ottawa, and I came to Athabasca University in September 2004 to work on a Bachelor of  General Studies degree.  I am currently a member of the 
AUSUõs legislative committee, along with the Volunteer Coordinator and Membership Coordinator for the Nepean-Carleton Green Party of  Canada Electoral 

District Association.  Previously I was a member of the Ryerson Studentsõ Administrative Council Board of  Directors.  In addition to my AU studies, I am 
enrolled in level 7 of  American Sign Language at Algonquin College.  My hobbies include movies, motorcycles, languages, camping and politics.

Tania Davies - Carlsbad, CA
Hi, I am Tania Davies, and I am running for an AUSU Councillor position in the upcoming elections. I hail from Calgary originally but presently live in San 
Diego where I am working towards a Bachelors of  Commerce degree at AU.  It is my third year, and I plan on studying law after graduation. As an AUSU 

Councillor, I would appreciate the opportunity to help build an even stronger sense of community among distance learners. In addition, I would welcome 
the chance to become an active voice for fellow students.  Thank you for your support!

Alicia Robichaud - Saint John, NB
Alicia Robichaud is a part-time student from Saint John, New Brunswick who works full time as an Administrative and Communications Assistant for Aliant, 
the primary telecommunications company in Atlantic Canada.  Alicia has been a student of the Bachelor of  Arts program here at AU for 1 year and being 
bilingual, is also an active member of  La Societe Francaise dõAU.  In addition to her work and school Alicia spends time with her husband, is a member of  

Toastmasters International and an avid photographer.  Alicia will bring a unique, creative perspective to AUSU and looks forward to serving on council.

Jamie Czerwinski - Sherwood Park, AB
Hello Athabasca University Students Union Members!  I believe universal access to education is the key to our future, and Iõm excited to see so many of you 
embrace the flexibility of distance learning through Athabasca University. Teaming up with other student organizations, I will represent you, the students, at 

every level of government. The internet is vital to our communication, and I utilize it to its utmost extent, and as an AUSU councillor, guarantee AUSU will do the 
same. I am excited to represent the Athabasca University Studentõs Union, and look forward to doing so with honesty, integrity, and respect.

Lonita Fraser - Hamilton ON
I have worked with Council in various capacities, from serving on committees to serving as VP External & Student Affairs, for over two years now, and would 
like to continue doing so. I have seen the inception of  many new projects and policies during this time, and would like to remain working with AUSU to see 
those projects come to fruition. My time as an official member of  Council has increased my confidence in my self, as well as my feeling that AUSU has the 

power to exact great and necessary change where itõs needed and wanted by our members.

Zil-E-Huma Lodhi - Waterloo, ON
Hi I am Zil-e-Huma Lodhi and I am running for the position of  councillor in upcoming  elections. I am taking B.Administration at AU and absolutely loving 

the experience. I have a monthly scholarship column in *The Voice magazine*. I do volunteer at my local community center for kids with special needs. My 
past experience with AUSU included a volunteer position with  Academic Committee. I am also working as an acting  President for AUBSA club (Athabasca 

University Business Student Association) and moderator for AUBSA discussion forums. I welcome the chance to work as a councillor.

Angele Gaudette - Sudbury, ON
My name is Angele Gaudette and I am 34 years of  age.  I currently live on Ontario and have been a part-time student at AU since 1998. I am registered 

in the Labour Studies Major program at AU. In my local union, I occupied positions such as Vice-President, Chief-negotiator, secretary-treasurer, 
communications and workplace representative over the last 8 years. I am employed full-time as an educational assistant and have owned and operated 

small businessõ.   I believe that my knowledge, abilities and expertise would be beneficial to all students at AU and an asset to the Student Union. 

Megan McIntyre - Niagara Falls, ON
My name is Megan McIntyre, and I am a 23 year old psychology student, finishing my degree through Athabasca. I am the youngest of  three children and 
maintain a strong connection with my parents and siblings.  In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with friends and family. Scrapbooking is a hobby of 

mine that allows me to express myself. My level of  intuition has grown with each psychology course I have taken. I enjoy the mind and figuring out how and 
why it works in the way it does. I am an open minded person who will listen.

MacDonald McInnis - Calgary, AB
Hello Fellow Students, My name is Mac McInnis. I have been a student at Athabasca University for several years. I have a Business degree from AU and 

am currently enrolled in my 3rd -4th year in Bachelor of  Professional Arts Governance, Law and Management Major at AU.   I am a current member of  AUSU 
and have been active on many AUSU committees as well as on several Athabasca University committees representing student interests. This has been a 

wonderful learning experience for me. I have enjoyed my time on AUSU and look forward to advocating for students in the near future.

MEET  YOUR  CANDIDATES
The brief  bios below should pique your interest.  For longer bios, campaign platforms, candidate photos and more, visit the AUSU election pages at www.ausu.org/

election.  The new council will provide student services for the next two years, so your vote is important and voting only takes a minute. 

Lisa Priebe - Calgary, AB
My name is Lisa Priebe and I have been a student with AU since 1996.  I completed my BA in Psychology in 2003 and I am currently completing my BSc 
in Human Science. My academic interests lie in the areas of  health and health psychology and I hope to work in my local health region upon completing 
my education. I had the pleasure of  serving on AUSU council from 2004 to 2005 as a councillor without portfolio and from 2005 to 2006 as President.  I 

currently live in Calgary with my husband Ken and our two Jack Russell Terriers.  

All candidate bios are the candidatesô own words.  To read more about each candidate, watch for extended bios and 
platforms on the AUSU website.  To vote you will need to enter your full name, your AU student ID number, and the postal code 

that you have on ýle with the university.  You may select up to nine candidates for council.  The three executive positions 
will be elected by an internal vote of council one month after the end of the election period.  

Sarah Whaley - Surrey, BC
I am relatively new to Athabasca University.  I enrolled in June of 2004 in the Certificate in Administration program, once finished I will be starting my 

Degree in Marketing or Management.  I was born and raised in North Vancouver, B. C., then moved to Canmore, Alberta three years ago, which is where I 
was introduced to AU.  I recently bought my first house in Surrey, B. C., and now thatõs where I call home.  I am very involved in the community as well as 

participate in numerous sporting activities.  I look forward to being involved with AUSU.

Joy Krys - Edmonton, AB
I have been serving AU students since January 2003 when I founded the AU Student Moms Club (AUSMC), which has grown to over 100 registered 

members and has become one of the most popular clubs in AUSU. I myself  have grown from a new mother to the mother of  three. In 2004 I was elected as 
an AUSU councilor. In all these endeavours ð student, AUSMC president, mother and councilor, I continue to learn and appreciate the importance of growth 

through communication. I am committed to communication among students to nurture the growth of  the AU student community.
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Union plans to focus on distance education and US accreditation issues

As of November 1, 2005, AUSU is no longer a member of the Council of Alberta University Students (CAUS), a group that 
represented the studentsõ unions of the four universities of Alberta.  The decision was made after several months of 
discussion and re-prioritizing and in no way indicates a lack of support for CAUSõs goals.

Last year, Athabasca University (AU) became the þrst and only Canadian university accredited in the United States as a 
provider of post-secondary learning.  As a result, AU is expecting an inÿux of international students, many of whom will 
now be able to obtain additional funding for studying at AU.  Additionally, AU graduates are already beginning to reap 
the beneþts of holding a degree through a U.S. accredited institution, a credential that is now viewed very favourably 
by graduate departments south of the border.

AUSU wishes to devote more resources to ensuring that AU students understand the 
beneþts of attending a U.S. accredited institution and take full advantage of the 
opportunities now available to them.  Additionally, as the studentsõ organization of 
a national university, AUSU has come to recognize that its focus often differs from 
that of the Alberta schools, which, appropriately, focus only on provincial lobbying.  

Another factor of importance this year is the increasing proþle of distance educa-
tion.  No longer considered second-rate, a university degree from a high-quality 
distance university is recognized by employers and government representatives as 
a viable, and even a desirable credential.  Athabasca University is a world leader in 
distance education theory and practice, offering the worldõs premiere masterõs de-
gree in distance education and publishing the respected International Review of Re-
search in Open and Distance Learning (IRRODL).  The achievements of AU have been 
recognized by the new Alberta Advanced Education Ministry, and distance education 
has become a hot topic.  

To promote the excellence of an Athabasca University degree, as well as the new opportunities available to AUSU mem-
bers resulting from U.S. accreditation, AUSU believes that separating from CAUS will free up needed time and resourc-
es for a focused lobbying effort on behalf of AUSUõs members.  As the studentsõ association of the largest and fastest 
growing university in Alberta, AUSU must remain responsive to changing trends in our member demographics and ensure 
that our lobbying efforts are in the best interests of the majority of these members at all times. 

AUSU wishes the remaining CAUS members the very best, and looks forward to the possibility of working with all of the 
CAUS member universities, individually, or as part of CAUS, in the future.  Students should watch the front page of the 
AUSU website ñwww.ausu.orgñfor updates on new lobbying strategies.  

New Lobbying Strategy
In 2005, Alberta Premier Ralph Klein 
announced a tuition rebate for Alberta 
students that would ensure Alberta 
post-secondary students would not pay 
one cent more than they had the pre-
vious year. 

While this rebate only applied to 
students in the province, AU made 
signiþcant last-minute reductions to 
out-of-province fees to ensure that 
non-Alberta students would also see an 
effective tuition freeze for 2005/06.

As we reported last year, this left 
many questions in studentsõ minds.  
While the reduction of the out-of-prov-
ince fee resulted in a real, permanent 
reduction of out-of-province course 
fees, the reduction for in-province 
students was based on a government 
rebate to the university to offset the 
real increase in tuition for that year.  
Alberta students worried that at the 
end of the year when the rebate was 
set to expire, they would see an ef-
fective increase of nearly 14%ñthe so 
called òdouble bumpóñas the 2006/07 
tuition increase came into effect along 

with the increase from 2005/06.

Early reports for 2006/07 indicate 
that the Alberta government plans to 
continue the rebate for another year, 
ensuring that Alberta students again 
experience no effective increase in 
tuition.  Most likely out-of-province 
students will experience the usual in-
crease, as AU has few options left to 
transfer the reduction out of province 
and cannot absorb a further reduction 
in tuition earnings.  

In-province studentsõ concerns about 
a òdouble bumpó may become a real 
fear of a òtriple bumpó in 2007/08, 
but indications from the government 
are that by the end of the 2007 school 
year a new university funding program 
will be in place that should ensure this 
does not occur.  Any tuition controls 
that are introduced through this pro-
gram should affect all AU students, 
regardless of where they reside. 

AUSU has made an independent 
submission to the governmentõs A 
Learning Alberta Steering Commit-
tee, in which we have highlighted the 

concerns of mature, rural, and out-
of-province students at AU.  We will 
continue to monitor the committeeõs 
progress and provide as much feed-
back as we are able.  Watch our web-
site and these newsletters for updates 
on the Alberta university reforms.     

Alberta Tuition Rebate for 2006/07

INTERACT WITH STUDENTS 
ONLINE AT AUSU.ORG

AUSU.org is the ideal place to inter-
act with your fellow students.  Our 
busy website features discussion 
forums, a chatroom, and bulletin 
boards for job postings, for-sale ads 
and more.  

Our peer support programs include 
Study Buddy, which matches stu-
dents with others in their class so 
they can study together through 
email, and the Mentor Program, 
which pairs experienced students 
with new students for support and 
information.  Visit ausu.org today!

The Campus Value Health Insurance program allows you the þexibility you need!
Why do I need health and dental coverage?

Many important health-care services arenõt covered by provincial health care. For many students, paying for these services can lead 
to financial hardship, while others canõt afford them at all. To help you pay for the health services they need, your Student Union is 
recommending Campus Value as a preferred health and dental plan.

What makes Campus Value different?

The Campus Value student health and dental plan is designed specifically for you. Choose a health plan that specifically meets your needs 
and budget (yes, even a studentõs budget!).   Campus Value offers a variety of  plans ranging from basic to comprehensive coverage, plus 
add-on options to customize your plan.
 
Freedom of Choice

The Campus Value program is not mandatory -- you have the option to decide what is best for you!  If  you 
choose to participate, the flexibility of  Campus Value allows you to tailor the coverage levels and rates to 
meet your specific needs.

How Do I Sign Up?

The Campus Value program is provided by Ingle International and Imagine Financial Ltd. 

Call us today at 1-866-344-6453. Find out more online at www.ausu.org or www.ingleinternational.com/ausu

Options:
 Å Prescription Drugs
 Å Dental Beneýts
 Å Annual Travel
 Å Hospital Cash
  (Underwritten by Group Medical 

Services/GMS Insurance Inc.) 

La Societe Francaise dõAU

AUSU is proud to 
introduce our newest 
sponsored student 
club.

La Societe Francaise 
dõAU welcomes all 
French students and 
those with an interest 

in French.  The club forum is an ideal 
place to practice your language studies 
and converse with other students who 
are learning the language along with 
you.  The website features French 
recipes, photos and more.

Visit the club at ausu.org/clubs/ausf to 
learn more.  

To ensure that AUSUõs 
lobbying efforts adress the 
needs of all AU students, 

AUSU is increasing its 
contact with provincial 

student groups across the 
country, expanding its 
focus beyond Alberta.

La

Societe Francais
e d
'A

U

AUSU Demographics

Based on our last member 
list, AUSU now represents 

just under 35,000 members 
in more than 70 countries.  
Alberta continues to have 
the largest number of AU 

students, followed by Ontario 
and British Columbia.  At 

nearly 10% growth per year, 
AU is the fastest growing 

university in the province by 
a wide margin.



Contacting Council
We canõt send you newsletters, updates, or election 
information without your current address!  

AUSU mailings are sent once or twice a year to all 
current AUSU members.  Membership in AUSU begins 
when you enrol in an AU undergraduate course, and 
ends six months after the last day of your course.  AUSU 
mailings will stop as soon as your membership expires.

If your contact information has changed, or if you just 
have a comment or question for AUSU, please contact 
the AUSU ofþce at the number listed below.

For more information on AUSU services and beneþts 
available to our members, please visit our website at 
www.ausu.org and take a look around.  

If you cannot þnd the information you are looking for, 
or would like to suggest ways in which AUSU can serve 
you better, donõt hesitate to contact our ofþce at 
ausu@ausu.org

Your Student Council
President - Lisa Priebe 
VP External & Student Affairs - Lonita Fraser
VP Finance & Adminstration - Karl Low
Councillors:  Joy Krys, Shannon Maguire & Mac McInnis
 

AUSU Staff
Tamra Ross Low - Executive Director
Lorianne Slauenwhite- Ofýce Manager 

Layout and artwork by Tamra Ross Low for AUSU
AUSU Logo by Tammy Moore

Athabasca University Studentsô Union
Your Voice, Our Future

Peace Hills Trust Tower
1200 10011 109th Street
Edmonton, AB  T5J 3S8

Phone: 1-800-788-9041 ext 3413
Edmonton local:  780-497-3413
Fax: 1-780-497-7003

Email: ausu@ausu.org [AUSU Ofýce] 

www.ausu.org


