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Athabasca University announces independent third party review 
 
WHEN: January 19, 2017 @ 11:30 am 
WHERE: Athabasca University, Peace Hills Trust Tower 
  10011 109 Street, 12th Floor, Room 1223 
  Edmonton, AB       
 

 
Athabasca University is pleased to announce the appointment of an independent third party reviewer 
that will examine and assess potential options for the long term sustainability of the university within 
the communities it serves and the post-secondary system. 
 
The Athabasca University Board of Governors and the Government of Alberta have worked together 
jointly to develop terms of reference for the review, which guided the selection of the third party. The 
review will consider financial and academic impacts of various sustainability options and identify 
potential impacts on students, faculty and the community through a consultative process. 
 
Dr. Ken Coates has been contracted to undertake this review.  Dr. Coates is a professor and Canada 
Research Chair in Regional Innovation, Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy, and Director, 
International Centre for Northern Governance and Development at the University of Saskatchewan. In 
2015, Coates was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. He is well versed in the 
development of considered policy which directly connects rural, remote and northern communities and 
regions with universities, governments and business in responding creatively to global opportunities.  
 
“Athabasca University has a proud history – both as a public university and as a community anchor for 
the Town of Athabasca.  We are committed to working together to determine a long-term plan that 
ensures AU continues to deliver high quality, relevant learning opportunities for Alberta students.”  
Marlin Schmidt, Minister of Advanced Education  
 
“We are pleased to welcome Dr. Coates to undertake this review. The Board is committed to working 
with the ministry in ensuring that Athabasca University has a plan for sustainability that confirms the 
long term viability of the University within the community and Campus Alberta.”   
Margaret Mrazek, Interim Board Chair, Athabasca University 
 
“We look forward to working with Dr. Coates during his review and are committed to transparency and 
communications with AU staff, students, and stakeholders throughout the process. I look forward to a 
path which ensures students have confidence in and access to the quality education they deserve.” 
Dr. Neil Fassina, President, Athabasca University 
 
The first step of Dr. Coates’ work will include developing a consultation plan. Students, faculty, staff and 
municipal partners will have an opportunity to provide input during the review.  
 
A report to government and the Board of Governors will be delivered by April 30. 
 
 



 
For more information, contact: 
 
Rick Harland 
Vice President, Advancement (interim) 
Athabasca University  
403-298-2930 (office) 
587-581-1901 (cell) 
rharland@athabascau.ca Twitter: @MediaAU  
 
Benjamin Lof 
Press Secretary 
Minister of Advanced Education 
780-644-1007 (office) 
587-985-3591 (cell) 
Benjamin.Lof@gov.ab.ca 
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