POLICY 9.07

POSITION POLICY

Campus Alberta Grant
POLICY INTENT

To outline the position of AUSU regarding the Campus Alberta Grant

POLICY RESEARCH

The Campus Alberta Grant is essential to post-secondary institutions in Alberta and is typically dispersed
based on a traditional model that does not include out-of-province learners. Although based in Alberta,
Athabasca University (AU) is Canada’s open, online university and most learners at the institution are
out-of-province students.! AU is not equitably represented in the Campus Alberta Grant funding
distribution because of the unique nature of the institution. The institution charges an out-of-province
distance delivery program fee to these students, which is neither protected by tuition increase caps, nor
provides predictable tuition rates.? The Government of Alberta provided $2.2 billion in Campus Alberta
Grant funding in 2020-213 The process for reviews and changes to the formula for determining funding
per post-secondary institution is not made public, but the funding ratio distributed to post-secondary
institutions per full-time load equivalent clearly shows that AU receives the least amount of operating
funding among universities in Alberta.*

Be it resolved that the Athabasca University Students’ Union supports the adoption of equitable
Alberta post-secondary institutional funding that does not disadvantage Athabasca University in per-
student funding compared to other Alberta universities.
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